
The OSHA Hazard Communication Standard, 29 CFR 1910.1200 provides information on the safe handling 
and use of hazardous chemicals, reducing exposure related injuries and illnesses. Employers need to apply 
a label any secondary container that does not already have a label.  

Primary container labels must include: 
• Product Identifier - Chemical name, code number or 

batch number. The same product identifier must be 
on the label and in section 1 of the SDS.  

• Signal Words - “Danger” and “Warning”. “Danger” is 
used for more severe hazards, while “Warning” is 
used for less severe hazards.  

• Hazard Statements - This describes the nature of all 
hazard(s) of the chemical.  

• Pictograms - Quick visual notation to alert and ensure 
the user immediately recognizes the hazard. 

• Precautionary Statements - This describes the recom-
mended measures which should be taken to minimize 
or prevent adverse effects resulting from exposure to 
the hazardous chemical or improper storage or han-
dling. There are four types of precautionary state-
ments: prevention (to minimize exposure); response 
(in case of accidental spillage or first-aid and emer-
gency response); storage; and disposal.  

• Information of the chemical manufacturer, importer 
or other responsible party, including the name, ad-
dress and telephone number.  

• Supplementary Information (optional) - The label 
producer may add additional helpful information such 
as the personal protective equipment (PPE) picto-
gram or other pertinent information.  
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• Secondary Label: You must ensure each label each container 
of hazardous chemicals is labeled with either an equivalent 
primary label, or a secondary label with the product identifi-
er, words, pictograms, symbols or combination that provides 
at least general hazard information.   
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